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“Their voice has gone out into all the world;

and their proclamation to the ends of the universe.”
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Issue Two

The Nativity of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ
PoxxknectBo I'ocnoaa bora u Cnaca namero Uucyca Xpucra

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world, was born of the
Most Holy Virgin Mary in the city of Bethlehem during the reign
of the emperor Augustus (Octavian). Caesar Augustus decreed that a
universal census be made throughout his Empire, which then also
included Palestinian Israel. The Jews were accustomed to be
counted in the city from where their family came. The Most Holy
Virgin and the Righteous Joseph, since they were descended from
the house and lineage of King David, had to go to Bethlehem to be
counted and taxed.

In Bethlehem they found no room at any of the city's inns. Thus, the
God-Man, the Savior of the world, was born in a cave that was used
as astable.

"I behold a strange and most glorious mystery,” the Church sings
with awe, "Heaven, a Cave; the Virgin the Throne of the Cherubim;
the Manger a room, in which Christ, the God Whom nothing can
contain islaid.” (Irmos of the 9th Ode of the Nativity Canon).

Having given birth to the divine Infant without travail, the Most
Holy Virgin "wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a
manger" (Lk 2:7). In the stillness of midnight (Wisdom of Solomon
18:14-15), the proclamation of the birth of the Savior of the world
was heard by three shepherds watching their flocks by night.

An angel of the Lord (St. Cyprian says this was Gabriel) came be-
fore them and said: "Fear not: for behold, | bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, Who is Christ the Lord" (Lk 2:10-11).
The humble shepherds were the first to offer worship to Him Who
condescended to assume the form of a humble servant for the salva-
tion of mankind. Besides the glad tidings to the Bethlehem shep-
herds, the Nativity of Christ was revealed by a wondrous star to the
Magi. St. John Chrysostom and St. Theophylaktos, commenting on
St. Matthew's Gospel, say that this was no ordinary star. Rather, it
was "adivine and angelic power that appeared in the form of astar.”
St. Dimitrios of Rostov says it was a "manifestation of divine en-
ergy" (Narrative of the Adoration of the Magi). Entering the house
where the Infant lay, the Magi "fell down, and worshipped Him: and
when they had opened their treasures, they presented Him gifts:
gold, and frankincense, and myrrh* (Mt  2:11).

Troparion — Tone 4
Thy Nativity, O Christ our God,
Has shone to the world the Light
of wisdom! For by it, those who
worshipped the stars, Were

taught by a Star to adore Thee,
The Sun of Righteousness, And
to know Thee, the Orient from
on High. O Lord, glory to Thee!.

Kontakion - Tone 3

Today the Virgin gives birth to
the Transcendent One, And the
earth offers a cave to the Unap-
proachable One! Angels with
shepherds glorify Him! The wise
men journey with a star! Since
for our sake the Eternal God was
born as a Little Child!

Tponapb - rnac 4
PoxnectBo TBoe Xpucre boxe
HAIll, BO3CHsI MUPOBHU CBET pasy-
Ma B HeM 00 3Be37aM CITyKalllHH,
3Be31010 yuaxycs: Tebe kiaHsATH-
cst Comuny Ilpasaer, u Tebe Be-
IETH ¢ BBICOTHI BOCTOKA, I ocmo-
1, ciiasa TeOe.

KoHpak — rmac 3

Hesa nuecwp IlpecymectBeHHaro
paxnaer, u 3emus sepren He-
NPUCTYITHOMY IIPUHOCHUT, aHI€JIN
C MAacCTBIPbMU CJIABOCIOBSAT, BOJI-
CBH JXK€ CO 3BE3J0K IyTelecT-
BYIOT; Hac 0o panu poxucs Ort-
poua miazao IIpeseunsiii bor.
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Patriarch Alexy Il of Moscow and All Russia: Christmas M essage to the Archpastors,
Pastors, Monastics and All Faithful Children of the Russian Orthodox Church

Thou hagt shone forth, O Christ, from the Virgin, the wise Sun of Righteousness,

and the star has shown Thee in the manger
which has embraced that which cannot be embraced.

Thou dids teach the magi to worship Thee,with whom we magnify Thee:

O Giver of life, glory to Thee!

(From the Office of Great Vespers for the Feast of the Nativity of Christ)

Beloved in the Lord your Graces the arch-
pastors, the honourable priesthood, the diaconate
in Christ, God-loving monks and nuns, pious laity
- faithful children of the Russian Orthodox
Church! On this holy and all-joyful day with fa-
therly love | congratulate you all on the great and
radiant feast of the Nativity of Christ!

Once more the holy days of the Nativity turn
our minds and hearts towards the Lord, serve to
edify us spiritually, renew within us our experi-
ence of unity with God and each other in Christ's
Church, created and headed by the Son of God
Who has become Man. While abiding in prayer-
ful contemplation before the manger in Bethle-
hem, we again and again ask ourselves. how are
we to respond to the love of the Lord Who has
sent His Only-begotten Son 'so that whoever be-
lieves in Him should not perish but have everlast-
ing life' (In 3:16)? What are we to do so that the
unfading light of the star of Bethlehem shine not
only for us but for our neighbours too? Who are
we with on this holy night - with the shepherds?
With the wise men? Or does the news of the
miracle of the incarnation of God bring us con-
sternation and confusion? It was simple people in
the form of the shepherds who were the first to
venerate the Infant God Who had been born. The
wise men, who had hitherto not known the True
God, brought Him precious gifts. Those who
thought themselves spiritually perspicacious
could not divine the day of the coming of the
Lord.

If your hearts during these holy days are il-
lumined by the simple joy of the shepherds of
Bethlehem, if your minds and knowledge are
drawn by the Nativity star, then | rejoice and give
thanks to the All-Merciful Lord for you. Yet if
the pursuit of earthly joys and the fear of losing
them compel you to expel Christ from your
hearts, then believe not the cunning precepts of
the eternal deceiver and the killer of men the

devil. For there is no joy in the world that can be
granted to people other than the joy given by Him
Who is born today; as St. Paul says, 'Eye has not
seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the
heart of man the things which God has prepared
for those who love Him' (1 Cor 2:9).

The world around us calls us ever more of-
ten to worship the idols of fame, power, abun-
dance and pleasures. Yet the Church knows that
this path leads to nowhere. In following it we re-
ceive not freedom but slavery, not joy but disillu-
sionment, not strength but destruction, not life but
death. Yet in following Christ, the wise men and
the shepherds, who trustingly believed in Him,
we not only ourselves acquire the true good but
can also enlighten the whole world with what we
say and do and through our prayers. | call upon
all of you to this, both children of the Church and
those who are as yet on the path towards the
church and to Christ. Come, my beloved, and to-
gether we will venerate the Infant God, offering
to Him the gift of our lives, our faith, our resolve
to labour boldly and untiringly in His name, for
the good of the Church and all people who need
our help.

Let us follow the precepts of St. Ambrose
of Milan and 'in greeting the day of the Lord's
Nativity, cleanse ourselves, brothers, from all im-
purity of sin, let us fill His treasure trove with
varied gifts so that on this holy day there is some-
thing with which we can give comfort to strang-
ers, lighten the burden of widows and clothe the
poor'. So then let us combine our efforts so that
the joy of the Nativity of Christ enter every home
and touch the heart and soul of every person.

My beloved! The past year of 2005 brought
the Russian Church many bounties from the All-
Merciful Lord. The Orthodox faith has been re-
born all over our world, even in its remotest re-
gions, and in this | see the good fruit of the labors
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of enlightenment of our hierarchs, clergy and la-
ity. | believe that these labors will not be left
without God's blessing.

In striving diligently for the good of every
person and the whole of Russian society, the
Church works hand in hand with the state, secular
society, Christians of other confessions, people of
other faiths and convictions. And may there re-
main in our lives many difficulties and problems -
the power of God, which has many times been
revealed to our people, imparts to us the great
hope of a life of prosperity and peace 'in all god-
liness and reverence' (1 Tim 2:2).

| would like especially to appeal to the arch-
pastors, pastors and flock of Orthodox Ukraine.
Remember, my beloved, that the Holy Mother
Church embraces with love each one of us. Let us
strengthen our communion in prayer, good deeds
and care for the welfare of the Church. It is my
belief that through common labours we can van-
quish schisms and divisions and forever remain
brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, for we were
baptized in a common font and called to the one
Kingdom of God.

In the year that has passed the Church, to-
gether with the whole people of Russia, cele-
brated the sixtieth anniversary of the victory in
the Great Patriotic War. Let us then preserve in
strength that which our forbearers have created
and defended. May their accomplishments inspire
the youth to a selfless and sacrificial service for
the Fatherland.

Church-wide celebrations for the 450th an-
niversary of the founding of the diocese of Kazan,
the 450th anniversary of the demise of St. Nil of
Stolobny and the 300th anniversary of the coming
of Orthodoxy to Kamchatka took place. These
memorial dates reminded us of the labours of the
great spiritual heroes of Orthodoxy whose exam-
ple we are called upon to follow. We also marked
the ecclesiastical and public celebration of the
625th anniversary of the Battle of Kulikovo Field,
which began the liberation of Russia from the
heavy yoke of foreign captivity, the rebirth of our
statehood and the gathering into one of the then
hitherto scattered Russian lands.

In the past year the fraternal dialogue with
representatives of the Russian Church Abroad
continued. Testimony to this was the presence in
our homeland of the relics of the martyred Grand
Princess St. Elizabeth and the nun St. Barbara
We also welcomed the coming to Russia of many
other holy objects which were venerated by thou-
sands of Orthodox Christians. Let us give thanks
to the most gracious Lord for this mercy which
ingpires us to strengthen the unity of Holy Ortho-
doxy.

Through the grace of God this past year |
managed to visit theY ekaterinburg, Kazan, Yaro-
slavl, Kaluga, Nizhny Novgorod, St. Petersburg,
Baku and Tula dioceses of our Church, as well as
the Valaam Monastery of the Transfiguration of
Our Saviour and other God-protected monastic
houses. Everywhere | saw a multitude at prayer
and labouring for the Church whose zeal for the
Lord is becoming the sure foundation for the re-
birth of Orthodoxy in Russia.

In June of this past year the Lord vouch-
safed me to celebrate the fifteenth anniversary of
my Patriarchal ministry. In receiving your con-
gratulations, so dear to me and speaking so much
to my heart, | ever more deeply came to realize
how much your support and your prayers mean to
me. Again and again | turn to you, your Graces
the archpastors, esteemed pastors, all-honourable
monks and nuns, all children of the Church, with
words of deep and sincere gratitude. May the
Lord reward you a hundred-fold and 'make you
complete in every good work to do Hiswill' (Heb
13:21).

Once more | congratulate you, dear broth-
ers and sisters in Christ, on the great and saving
feast of the Nativity of Christ and the forthcom-
ing New Year. May God's gracious will, an-
nounced by the angels in Bethlehem, accompany
each one of us in our lives, helping us to over-
come difficulties and hardships. As the apostle
says, 'mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to
you' (Jude 1:2). Amen.

+ALEXIS, Patriarch of Moscow and All Rus
Dec. 25, 2005 / Jan. 7, 2006
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PoxnectBenckoe [locnanne Ceareiitero Ilarpuapxa Mockosekoro u Bees Pycu AJIEKCHUA |1 apxunac-
TBIPSIM, TACTHIPSIM, MOHAIIECTBYIOILIM H BCeM BepHbIM uyagam Pycckoii IIpaBocnasnoii Hepken.

Boscusin ecu, Xpucre, ot JleBHl,

pasymuoe Connue Ipasaei, u 3Be31a Ts mokasa,

B BEpPTEINE BMEIIAKINACA HEBMECTUMATO.

Bonxsbl HacTaBU €CU Ha OKJIOHEHUE TBOE,

¢ aumu ke Ts senuuaeMm: XKusnogasue, ciaasa Tebe!
(43 nocreoosanus eemuxoil sedepniu npazonuxa Pojcoecmea Xpucmoesa)

Bozmobnennsie o T'ocome Ilpeocssiuen-
Hbl€ apXUMACTbIPH, YECTHOE IPECBUTEPCTBO, BO
Xpucre NIUAKOHCTBO, OOTOJIOOMBBIE HWHOKH U
WHOKHHH, OJIarO4ecTHBbIE MUPSIHE - BEPHBIEC Yaaa
Pycckoii [IpaBocnasnoit Liepksu! B ceii csiTo# 1
BCEPANOCTHBIA ACHb ¢ OTEUECKOH JII0OOBBIO IMO-
3/1paBJIsIFO BCEX BAC C BEJIMKUM U CBETJIBIM Ipa3]i-
HukoM Poxxnectsa Xpucrosa!

CHOBa CBsTBIE POXKAECTBEHCKHE THU 0OOpa-
maroT ko I'ocrony Haiu yMbl U cepaua, ClykaT
HAIlEeMy JYXOBHOMY Ha3WJaHUIO, OOHOBISIIOT B
Hac MepekuBaHue equHcTBa ¢ borom m apyr c
apyrom B Llepkeu XpHuCTOBOMH, CO3AAHHON U BO3-
rnasiasieMoil Boueno-seunsmiumcs CoiHOM bo-
KUUM. [IpeObIBasi B MOJIMTBEHHOM CO3EPLAHUH Y
Budneemckux siciei, Mbl BHOBb U BHOBb HCITBI-
ThIBaeM ceOs: KaKk OTBe4aeM MbI Ha JIr0OoBb [ oc-
noxa, nocnasuero CeiHa Ceoero EnnnopoaHoro,
«nabbl BCeAkUi Bepyromuii B Hero, He moru®, HO
umen ku3Hb Beunyw» (Mu. 3, 16)? Uro nemaem
111 TOrO, 4YTOOBI HEBeUEepHUi cBeT Budneemckoii
3B€3/Ibl CUsUT HE TOJIBKO JUIsl HAC, HO U JUJIsl HAIIUX
O6mkHuX? C K€M MBI B 3Ty CBITYIO HOYb - C Tac-
tyxamu nu? C BosxBamu Ju? Mnu BeCcTh O uyne
Bborosomnoienus nosepraer HaC B CMYILIEHHUE U
cmsitenne? IIpocTeie JTIOMU -TTACTYXH TEPBBIMU
MOYTWJIN poausLierocs boromnanenua. Bonxssl,
nocene He 3HaBwne MctunHoro bora, mpunecnu
Emy nparouennsie napel. Te ske, KTO MHUIH ceOst
OYXOBHO 3psSYMMHM, HE CMOIJU ypa3yMeTb IHs
noceuenus I'ocnoaxsi.

Ecnn Bamm cepnua o3apsieT B 3TH CBSIThbIE
OHH TIpocTas, OE3BICKyCHAas panocTh BHUIICEM-
CKUX IACTyXOB, €CJIM Ballll YM U 3HAHUS BEAyT
Bac BcJen 3a POXIeCTBEHCKOHN 3Be310W - pany-
10ch U Onmaromapro 3a Bac Bcecemunoctusoro 'oc-
noja. Eciu ske npuBs3aHHOCTh K 3€MHBIM pajio-
cTsiM U OOsI3HP HMX TOTEPATh MOOYKOAIOT Bac
rHaTh U3 CBOErO cepAlla XpUCTa, He BEpbTe JyKa-
BbIM HaBeTaM M3BEYHOIO JDKela U 4YelOBEKO-
yOuiinbl nuaBona. MO0 HeT B Mupe Takol paio-

CTH, KaKyr AaeT JroaaM Poausluuiics ceronss, -
KaKk TOBOPHUT ATOCTOJI, «HE BHEN TOTO IJia3, He
CIBIIIANO YXO, U HE MPUXOAUJIO TO HA CEepALE Ue-
JIOBEKY, 4YTO IPUTOTOBMII Bor mo0samum Ero» (1
Kop. 2,9).

Oxkpy>karomuii MUp BCE Yallle 30BET HAC I0-
KJIOHUTBC HJOJIaM CJIaBbl, BJIACTH, JOCTATKa,
ynososnbcTBui. Ho llepkoBb 3HaeT: 3TOT NyThb
BEIIET B HUKyAa. Mas mo HeMy, Mbl MOJYyYUM HE
cBoOody, HO pabCTBO, HE PATOCTh, HO Pa304apo-
BaHWE, HE CUJTy, HO pa3pylIeHHE, HE JKU3Hb, HO
cMepThb. Creays ke 3a XpUCTOM, 3a BOJXBAMHU U
MacTyXaMH, KOTOPbIC, HE Pa3ayMbIBasi, TOBEPUIIH
B Hero, Mbl He TOJBKO camu OOpeTeM HCTUHHOE
Onaro, HO CMOXXe€M TPOCBETUTH BEChb MUD - CJIO-
BOM, AeJOM, MOJUTBON. K 3TOMy npusbiBaro Bcex
BaC - M 4aJl LIEPKOBHBIX, U T€X, KTO €I11¢ HAXOIUT-
Cs HA MYTH K xpamy U ko Xpucty. Ilpuaure, no-
porue Mou, BMeCTe nmoutuM boromnaaeHua, npu-
Hocsi EMy B nmap Hamy Ku3Hb, HaIly BEpy, Hally
PELIUMOCTb AEP3HOBEHHO U HEJEHOCTHO TPY-
nuthbest BO uMs Ero, paau 6nara Llepksu u Bcex
JIIOZIeH, HY>KOAOUIMXCSl B HAIEH MOMOLIH.

Crnenyst HaCTaBJICHUIO CBIATUTENS] AMBPOCHS
MenunonaHckoro, «BCcTpedass OeHb PoxknecTtsa
locniona Hamiero, ounctuMm cedsi, OpaTusi, OT BCS-
KOM CKBEPHBI I'PEXOB, HAMOJIHUM COKPOBHUIIHHULIBI
Ero pasmuusbiMu mapamu, nabbl B 3TOT CBSITOH
IeHb OBLIO YeM YTeIIUTh CTPAHHUKOB, OOJIETYUTh
CKOpOU BAOBHII U OAETh HUIIKNX». Tak COeTMHUM
K€ HamM ycwiws, 4ToObl paaocth PokaecTsa
XpucroBa BOLIJIA B KaXIbIH JAOM, KOCHYJIaCh
cepiLa U OyIMH KaKA0ro dyejaoseka!

Hoporue mou! Ipomenmmii 2005 rox mpu-
Hec Pycckoii LlepkBu MHOro mmiocrein ot Bee-
menporo I'ocnona. IlpaBocnasHas Bepa BO3POXK-
Jlajach MO BCeH 3eMile Hallel, ake B CaMbIX OT-
JAJIEHHBIX €€ yroJIkaX, U B 3TOM 51 BHKY TOOPBIii
IO MPOCBETUTENbCKUX TPYIAOB HEPAPXOB, Iy-
XOBEHCTBA U MHUPsH. Bepro, 4T0 Tpynbl 3TU HE
ocranyTcs 0e3 boxkust 61arocIoBeHusI.
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Panest o Gmare kakgoro 4einoBeKa U BCEro
poccuiickoro obmectsa, LlepkoBb TpyauTcs pyka
00 PyKy € rocyIapCTBEHHON BIACTBIO, CBETCKUM
o011ecTBOM, XpUCTHAHAMH JPYTUX MCIOBENAHUH,
JFOIbMHU MHBIX Bep U yOexneHuil. M nmyctb B Ha-
el JKM3HU OCTaeTCsl HeMaJo TPYAHOCTeH U He-
CTpoeHui - cuna boxxusi, He pa3 sABJIeHHAs Ha Ha-
polle HallleM, BCeJsieT B HAaCc BEJUKYIO0 HAaAeKOy
HAa JKU3Hb OJIArOJ€HCTBEHHYID W MHPHYI <«BO
BCsikoM Osarodectun U yuctore» (1 Tum. 2, 2).

Ocobo xoTen Obl 0OPaTUTBCS K apXUIACThI-
pPsIM, MACTBIPSIM M MACTBE IPABOCIABHONU YKpau-
Hbl. [lomauTe, nmoporue mowm, uyro Cssaras Ma-
Tepb-LlepkoBb C JTFOO0BBIO OOBEMIIET KAXKAOTO 3
Bac. bynem kpenuth Hairy OOIIHOCTh B MOJIUTBE,
no0poAeTaHn U TIONIEUEHNH O Oiare LIEPKOBHOM.
Bepro: coBMeCTHBIMU TpyZamMH MbI TIOOETUM BCE
packosbl M pas3felieHuss U HaBeKU OCTaHEeMCs
Opatrbsimu u cectpamu Bo Xpucre Hucyce, nbo
MBI KpEIIEeHbl B OJHOW KyNENH WM IMPHU3BaHBI K
eaunomy boxuro LlapcrTsy.

B ucrexuiem rogy BMecTe CO BCEM HAPOAOM
Poccun IlepkoBp otmpasmHoBana 60-merue Ilo-
Oenbl B Benmkoit OrtedecTBeHHOH BoiHe. bynem
K€ TBEPAO XPAHUTh TO, YTO CO3JANU U 3ALIUTUIN
Hamy npenkd. IlycTh WX CBepIIEHUs] BIOXHOB-
JSIFOT MOJIOZIEKb Ha Oe33aBeTHOE, JKEPTBEHHOE
cayxenune OTuusHe.

Cocrosumnch 001enepkOBHBIE TOPIKECTBA T10
ciyyato 450-netust Kasanckoit emapxum, 450-
netusi mpecrasieHus: npenonodHoro Huma Cro-
nobenckoro, 300-nerusi IIpaBocnasusi Ha Kawm-
yaTke. DTU MaMsATHbIE JaThl HalIOMHUJIM Ham O
Tpydax BeNMKUX MOABMXKHUKOB IlpaBocnasus,
IIpUMepY KOTOPBIX Mbl IPU3BaHbI CIe10BaTh. Mbl
COBEPIIMIM TaKXe I[ePKOBHO-OOIECTBEHHOE
npasgHoBaHue 625-nmetHero robuness Kymmkos-
CKOH OHWTBBI, MOJIOJKUBIIEH Ha4dajlo OCBOOOKIe-
HUIO PycH OT TSDKKOIO HMHO3E€MHOTO TUIEHEHMS,
BO3POJKIEHUIO Hallell rocyapCcTBEHHOCTH U CO-
OMpaHMIO BOEAMHO [OTOJIE PAa3pO3HEHHBIX pyC-
CKUX 3€Mellb.

B npowmenmem romy mpomoskancs Opart-
CKHMI UaJIoT ¢ mpencraBuTesiMu Pycckoit 3apy-
6exHoii Llepksu. CBUOETENBCTBOM 3TOTO CTAJO
npeObiBaHNe B HameM OTeuecTBe MOLIEH Mpero-
NOOHOMYYEHHI] BEIMKOW KHSITMHU EnncaBeTsl U
nHOKMHM Bapsapsl. Taxxe Hac MOCETUNIN U MHO-
rue Apyrue CBSTBIHM, KOTOPBIM MOKJIOHUJIKCH

TBICSIMU TIPABOCIABHBIX XpUCTHaH. Boszbmarona-
pum Bceebnaroro I'ocriona 3a 3Ty MHJIOCTh, BIOX-
HOBJISIIOIYIO HAac Ha yKperuieHue equHcrBa Cas-
toro IIpaBocnasusi.

boxuenn MHUIOCTBIO MHE JOBEJIOCH B MHU-
HYBLINWI roa nocetutb ExarepuHomapckyro, Ka-
3aHCKy0, Apocnasckyro, Kanyxkckyro, Huxero-
poxnckyto, Cankr-IlerepOyprekyro, bakuHckyto,
Tynbckyro enapxum Hawmed llepksu, a Taxxke
Cnaco-Ilpeobpaskenckuit  Bamaamckmii  MOHa-
CTBIPb | Jpyrue 6orocrnacaeMble HHOUECKHE O0H-
Tenu. Besge s Buaen MHOXECTBO MOJIALIUXCS U
TPY>KEHUKOB LIEpKOBHBIX, Ubsl PEBHOCTb O ['ocmo-
Jie CTAHOBUTCS KPEMKUM OCHOBAHMEM BO3POXK[e-
Hus [Ipasocnasus Ha Pycu.

B urone nmpomenuiero roga I'ocnoas criono-
Oun MeHst OTMETHTh 15-J1eTHe maTpuapiero Ciy-
skeHus. IIpuHyMMas Baliu MO3ApaBiEHUs, CTOJb
JOporue AJis MEHS U CTOJb MHOTO TOBOpsLINE
MOEMy cepaLy, s eme riyoke 0Co3Hal, KaK MHO-
ro 3HAUMT JJIsl MEHs Ballla MOJAep:KKa, Ballyd MO-
nutBbl. CHOBa M CHOBa oOpammaroch k Bam, I[pe-
OCBSIIIIEHHbIE apXU-TIACTHIPH, JTOCTOUYTUMBIE MAac-
TBIPU, BCEYECTHbIE MHOKM U MHOKHUHHM, BCE yaja
LIEPKOBHBIE, CO CJIOBaMHU T'NTyOOKOH M MUCKpEHHEMH
Onaro-mapHoctu. ['ocronb 1a BO31acT BaM CTO-
punel U «aa yCOBEPLIUT BAaC BO BCSIKOM AOOpOM
nene, k ucrnosHenuto o Ero» (Esp. 13,21).

Ewme pa3s mosagpasisto Bac, noporue o Xpu-
cre OpaThs U CECTPBI, C BEIUKUM, CIIACHTEIBHBIM
npasgHukoMm Poxxnectsa XpuCTOBAa M HACTyIArO-
muM HosBosuetuem! biarososnenue boskue, BO3-
BelleHHOE B Budneeme AHremamu, na comyrcr-
BYET B ’KM3HU KaXJOMY U3 Bac, IOMOrasl Ipeojio-
JeBaTb TPYAHOCTH U He3roabl. Ilo crosy armo-
CTOJIbCKOMY, «MHUJIOCTb BaM M MUpP H JIFOOOBb A2
ymuoxarcs» (Uya. 1,2). AMuHb.

. +AJIEKCHUN,
IMATPUAPX MOCKOBCKHWI U BCES PYCHU
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Nativity Address of the Administrator of the Patriarchal Parishesin the USA The Vicar of His
Holiness Patriarch ALEXY Il of Moscow and All Russa MERCURIUS, Bishop of Zaraisk.

Beloved in the Lord brothers and sisters
Venerable pastors, monastics and laity!

“Having beheld a strange Nativity, and
having laid aside all earthly cares, let us lift up
our hearts. For this reason the Most High ap-
peared, to draw us to Himself”, - with these
words of the Akathist the Church glorifiestoday’s
feast. With these words She calls us to compre-
hend this critical event in human history, the his-
tory, of which we are a part.

When people immersed into the quiet of night
sleep; when only a few shepherds were keeping
vigil and a few magi were contemplating the des-
tiny of the world, God entered our life as one of
us, having not disturbed the peace of the human
race. But the very nature, which He created,
which deviated from God through sin and never-
theless genetically remembered — it trembled and
shuddered, beholding the angelic hosts surround-
ing the Bethlehem cave, where “the Lord, that
keeps everything in His hand” rested.

And even up till today God enters human life
in the same fashion. If the heart of a man is open
to Him to enter, He comes quietly and secretly,
but in power.

All hymns, all prayers that the Church now
sings, reminds us of the joy that Heaven de-
scended to earth. But even more uplifting is the
fulfillment of prophecies that through His advent
God restored the possibility for the earth-born to
ascend to Heaven! He granted to the earth-born
the heavenly glory.

During these joyous days let us also remem-
ber the responsibility that is placed upon each and
every one of us, which have assumed the Chris-
tian rank through the Sacrament of Baptism. For
the glory of our Savior, granted to us according to
the unspoken love and mercy of God, abides only
upon those who are worthy and those who strive
to carefully preserveit.

May the words of St. Philaret (Drozdov), the
great preacher and ardent archpastor of the Rus-
sian Church, shine to us as the star of Bethlehem,
illumining all the walks of our earthly life and
guiding us toward salvation: “Beware, lest your
deeds at home offend the Lord, Whom you glo-

rify with the words of your mouths in church. For
He says: | will glorify only those, who glorify
me; and the ones who offend Me, will be dishon-
ored.”
| prayerfully wish you, my dear ones, the joy
of this triumphant celebration! For this is the
gpiritual triumph, which renews our life through
the grace of the Holy Spirit.
+Mercurius, Bishop of Zaraisk

Bo3zaroaennsie o I'ocnoge OpaTtus U cectpbi!
JocTouTHMbIE NACTHIPH, MOHALIIECTBYIOIIHE U
mupsiHe!

«CtpanHoe PoxnecTBo BHueBIIee, ycCTpa-
HUMCSI MHpa, yM Ha Hebeca mpeJoxiue; cero 0o
panu BbICOKMI bor Ha 3emMyt0 CHUIe, na Hac K
BBICOTE IPEBJICUET», - TAKUMHU CJIIOBAMH akapucra
BocneBaeT LlepkoBb TOpKECTBO HACTOSAIIETO AHS.
Otumu cnoBamu OHa NMPU3BbIBAET HAC K OCMBICIIE-
HUIO COOBITHSA, TIOCTY>KUBIIETO TEPEIOMHBIM MO-
MeHTOM oOIedenopeueckoii ucropuu. Tol ucro-
pPUH — OT KOTOPOH MBI HE OTJIy4€HBI, HO KOTOPOH
MPUYACTHBI, YacTbIO KOTOPOHl SBISETCS W Halla
JKU3HB.

B Houm, xorma nroau MOrpy3WIMCh B COH-
HBIH TIOKOH, Koraa yaen 0onpcTBOBaHUS ObLI Je-
JIOM HEMHOTHX MAaCThIeH W PACMBILJISIOLIUX HaT
cyapbamu mupa myapenos, bor Bomen B Hamy
JKU3Hb KaK OWH U3 HAC, HE HAPYLIUB HUYEM IIO-
KOsl 4eyoBedeckoro pona. OH mpulien B >KU3Hb
JrONIel, eCTeCTBEHHBIM 00pa3oM NPHUHSB ILJIOTh,
Kak OObIYHBIN uenoBek. Ho mpupona, coTBOpeH-
Has MM, yxinoHuBliascs oT bora uepes rpew,
MOMHMJIA €0 F'eHETUYEeCKH — OHa BOCTpe-lieTana
U COApPOTHyJach, BHUJAA AaHIeIbCKHE BOUHCTBA
TPEemneTHO OKpykasiine Budrueemckyro mnemepy,
r7ie IoYMBaj «coaepskail Bcs pykorw Csoetro ['ox-
MOAB.

Tak u noHbiHe bor mpuxonur B yenoseuye-
CKYI0 U3Hb. [IpHXOAUT TUXO W TPUKPOBEHHO,
HO B CHJIe U JIEHCTBUH, €CJIM Cepjle 4YeloBeKa
OTKPBITO JUIsA TOTO, 4TOOBI bor Boen B Hero.

Bce necHonenus, Bce MOJUTBEI, IpejJarae-
Mble MO ciy4aro cero aHs LlepkoBblo, Hamomu-
HAIOT HaM O TOH pagoctd, uto Hebo cHuzomio
Ha 3emutr0. Ho He MeHbIneid, a emne Oosmeld pamo-
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CTBIO ISl HAC JTOJDKHO OBbITh UCTIOJNIHEHHE TPOPO-
yecTB, 4To bor BoccranoBun uepe3 Coe mpuiie-
CTBHE B MHP BO3MOKHOCTb U 36 MHOPOJHBIM BOC-
xonuth Ha Hebo! O nmaposan 3emabiM CBOMHO
cnaBy HEOECHYIO.

byneM nomMHuTE B AHM Halled PamgoCTU U O
TOH OTBETCTBEHHOCTH, KOTOpasl BO3Jaraercs Ha
Ka)X0T0 U3 Hac, MPUHABIINX 3BaHUE XPUCTHAH-
ckoe B kynenu cesatoro Kpemenus. Tak kak cna-
Ba CriacuTeNIO Hallero, JapoBaHHAas HaM IO He-
U3pEYeHHOH JTF00BU U MUJIOCTH boxuei, mounsa-
€T TOJbKO Ha JOCTOMHBIX U TPENETHO COXpa-
HSAIOLINX €€.

U nycts cnosa cestutens @unapera (Ipos-
7I0Ba), BEJHMKOTO MPOIMOBEIHUKA U PEBHOCTHOTO
apxumnacteipst Pycckoit Llepksu, OyayT mnis Hac
HBbIHE CUSITh MOAOOHO 3Be3ne Budneemckoii, o3a-
psisl MyTU HALIEro 3€MHOTO CTPAHCTBUS MYyTAMU
cnacenusi: «beperurecs, utoObl bora, Crnacurens
CBOEro, IpOCaBJIsIEMOrO CJIOBOM B Xpame, He
OCKOpOUTB nenaMu B AOME. 3ame mOKMO Hpo-
caaenaowux Msa npocaasnio, - ropoput OH, - ©
yHuyuxcasi Ms 6ecuecmen 6yoem (1 Lap. 2: 30).

MOJHUTBEHHO XeJar BaM, JOPOTUe MOH, pa-
noctu cero TopxectBa! JlyXOBHOTO TOpPKECTBA,
OOHOBJISIIOLIErO HAIIY JKU3Hb Onaronarsio CesiTa-

ro Jlyxa!
+Mepkypuii, enuckon 3apaiickuii.

Prayers by the Lake
XXVI

St. Nikolai Velimirovich
(submitted by Martha Elliott)

Arise all you creatures and serve the Living
Lord who cares about you. Worship Him and
serve Him, for no one greater than He has visited
you in this vale of fear and tears.

Servants come and make themselves lords. The
Lord came and made Himself a servant. Servile
lords strive to lord it over as many people and
creatures as possible, while the lordly Servant
strives to serve as many people and creatures as
possible.

Arise, O lilies of the field, and give off your fra-
grance, for His holy mouth mentioned your name.

Arise, O stone and rock, and worship Him, for
His holy feet walked over you.

Arise, O desert, and rejoice, for He sanctified
you with His longest and most mysterious
prayers.

Arise, O wheat and grapevine, for He blessed
you especially among all created things. Arise
and bless Him.

Arise, O fish, and glorify the Lord, for He was
hungry and you nourished Him.

Arise, O water and skies, and serve Him, for by
His power He cleansed you and calmed you.

Arise, O sycamore tree, and clothe yourself in
silk, for in you He saw a sinner and saved him.

Arise, O sheep and oxen, and be filled with awe,
for in your lowly stable He was born.

Arise, O birds, and sing, for He has raised you
up as an example for men.

Arise, O oil, and burn before His throne, for
when He was anointed with you He felt joy and
saved a sinful woman.

Arise, O thorns and reed, and be filled with
shame, for you caused Him pain.

Arise, O iron and wood, and repent, for even
unwillingly you caused Him torments on the
Cross.

Arise, inhabitants of cities, and weep, for you
did not believe in Him.

Arise, O leaders of the people, and sprinkle
yourselves with ashes, for you passed judgment
over Him.

Arise, O paupers, and embrace Him, for He is
your wealth.

Arise O kings, and lay down your crowns before
Him, for He alone has taught you true wisdom
concerning primacy and leadership.

Arise, O sinners, and start sobbing before Him,
for only His hand does not cast a stone at you.

Arise, O righteous, and be vigilant, for your
Leader is coming to you.

Arise, all you stars, and begin to dance, for your
Lightgiver goes to visit you.

Arise, O universe, and begin to hum the Lord’s
hymn, for the living Lord who cares about you
has entered you.
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ChristisBorn! Glorify Him !

Xpucroc Paxknaercs !

Dear Brothersand Sistersin Christ,

With all sincerity, love and joy, | greet all of
you on this glorious and festive day, the Nativity
of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. Once
again, we have waited patiently, with prayers and
fasting for the Coming of the Messiah — that He
may come into our world, into our life, into our
hearts. Now the time has come for usto celebrate
and praise the great condescension of the al-
mighty God to our world in the Christ child.

Today the Lord is born, the life and salva-
tion of mankind; today a reconciliation is made of
Divinity to humanity, and of humanity to Divinity;
today all creation has leapt for joy; those above
sent toward those below; and those below to-
wards those above; today occurred the death of
darkness and the life of humanity; today a way
was made toward God for man and a way for
God into the soul (St. Macariusthe Great).

Often times we mistakenly think that God is
far from us, that He doesn’'t see our suffering or
feel our pain or hear our cries; while others may
run to Him only in times of extreme necessity,
when it is convenient for us, or may trust in our
own abilities and strength, following the norms of
our secularistic society.

However, today's great feast brings joy and
consolation to those who struggle, for our Lord
has taken to Himself our nature. He has put on
our suffering, pain and sorrow; He has accepted

CiaaBurte Ero !

our sicknesses, weaknesses and limitations. He
has come into our world so that we might be
lifted up out of our woes and difficulties. He has
completely fulfilled the words of I1saiah — “God is
with us.” He will never abandon us, for He is
“with us unto the end of the age” (Matt. 28: 20).
And today our Lord again invites to the
manger those who are caught up with the cares
and troubles of this world, those who find them-
selves blinded by the vanity of this materialistic
and secular society, those who put human reason
above spiritual wisdom and who seek pleasures of
thisworld at the expense of the soul “to come and
see” (John 1:39). Christ comes into our world so
that we might be raised out of the world, so that
we may not be led astray by the foolishness of
this world. He has given Himself to us so that by
following His example of pure sacrifice we may
give in loving return our entire being, every day,
hour and minute, every talent and ability, all of
our strength and will to God. Today God gives of
Himself so that we may give of ourselvesto God.
Therefore, let us rejoice and be glad, let us
seek the peace of God and bring hope and love to
one another all the days of our life. May the
blessing of the Lord and Savior who has come
down to earth for us men and for our salvation'
abide with all of us. Christisborn! Glorify Him!
With lovein the Christ Child,
Fr. John Vass

Theophany — Baptism of our Lord / BorosiBnenune — Kpewenue Mocnogxs

Wednesday, January 18 — 7:00 PM
All Night Vigil / Bcenowynoe boenue

Thursday, January 19 —9:00 AM
Liturgy & Great Blessing of Waters
Jumypaus u eenuroe ocesuyenue 600bi

Services to be held at our Chapel
Omu cryoicovr OyOym coseputenst 6 YacosHe
6480 Elibank Drive, Elkridge, MD. 21076

Sunday, January 22 —10:00 AM
Liturgy & Great Blessing of Waters
Jumypaus u eenuroe ocesuyenue 600bi

Divine Liturgy at our Church
1723 E. Fairmount Ave., Baltimore, 21231
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